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HOLY TRINITY
ORTHODOX CHURCH

Last Judgment

1st of Great Lent

Divine Liturgy, 9:00 A.M.
Coffee Hour – Delaney
Deanery Vespers
4 P.M. Southbury

2nd of Great Lent
St. Gregory Palamas

27

Divine Liturgy, 9:00 A.M.
Coffee Hour – Mabry
Deanery Vespers
5 P.M. Holy Trinity GOA,
Waterbury

Orthodoxy Sunday

20

Coffee Hour – ? ? ?

& FORGIVENESS VESPERS

Divine Liturgy 9:00 AM

Cheese Fare Forgiveness Sunday

13

MEATFARE
BRUNCH

Church School 8:30 AM
Divine Liturgy 9:00 AM

6

? ? ? ?

Cleaners:

Sunday

Parish Council Meeting
7:00 P.M

28

21

Canon of St. Andrew,
6:30 PM

BEGINNING OF
GREAT LENT

14

7

Mat. Melanie

Greeter:

Monday

Visitation: 9:30AM
JEROME HOME &
10:30 AM ARBOR ROSE
(for Communion)

29

Confession 1:00 P. M.

22

15

Orthodoxy 101
@ 10:30 AM

8

1

Tuesday

Confession 5-5:30 P. M.
Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 6:10 P.M.
SOUP ‘n BREAD

30

Confession 5-5:30 P. M.
Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 6:10 P.M.
SOUP ‘n BREAD

23

Confession 5-5:30 P. M.
Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 6:10 P.M.
SOUP ‘n BREAD

16

9

2

Wednesday

St. Patrick
of Ireland

31

St. Innocent
of Alaska

Orthodoxy 101
@ 6:30 PM

24

Canon of St. Andrew,
6:30 PM

17

10

CT Deanery Clergy PreLenten Retreat @ All
Saints, Hartford, 3:00 p.m.

3

Thursday

St. Nikolai
Velimirovich

Charity:

Festal Vesperal Liturgy
6:10 PM SOUP ‘n BREAD

Annunciation

25

18

11

4

Friday

Archangel
Gabriel
Confession 4-4:30 PM
Great Vespers 5:00PM
Confession

26

Confession 4-4:30 PM
Great Vespers 5:00PM
Confession

19

Confession 4-4:30 PM
Great Vespers 5:00PM
Confession

12

Great Vespers 5:00PM
Confession

Baptism of Emilia
Haskins 10:00 AM

5
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COMMUNICATION
& STEWARDSHIP:
In an effort to be more faithful stewards of our
limited resources but continue our current means
of communicating the Parish Council asks the
following questions:
I would like to receive the Monthly Newsletter
via email (PDF) only?
YES
For my weekly/monthly Pledge/contribution I
am currently using automatic withdrawal from
my checking/savings?
YES
I am interested in changing from the weekly
envelopes to automatic withdrawal or an E-pay
system but need information?
YES

Please respond to the ONE Stewards mailing when it arrives
at your home.

GREAT LENT: Please make a sincere effort to
attend more services, to fast, to give alms, to read the scriptures or a spiritual book and to participate in the Sacrament
of Confession during our journey of Great Lent. Fasting for
the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts is nothing by mouth
(food, drink, smoking, etc.) at least from the noontime meal
until after Communion. Those who are physically able to are
encouraged to fast the whole day.
♦

Please check the calendar for weekday
confession times, also, Wednesdays, 5:00 5:30 p.m. and Saturdays, before and after
Vespers. Father also is available by
appointment at other times. Please make
your Lenten confession before the end of
Great Lent, Friday, April 22nd.

NAME ________________________________
email _________________________________
Thank you!!

MEATFARE SUNDAY: Meatfare Sunday
(March 6th) is the last day on the Orthodox calendar which
allows the consumption of meat and meat products. Our Sisterhood is planning once again to hold the Annual Meatfare
Sunday Breakfast that morning following liturgy.
Make plans now to join us for the feast before the fast!

ONE STEWARDS: March is ONE Stewards

A note about Confession and frequent Communion:
For those who are receiving the Eucharist
every Sunday and on Feast days, an acceptable rule of thumb is to participate in the Sacrament of Confession at least once during
each of the four Lenten seasons during the
year. Also, in preparation for receiving the
Holy Eucharist, especially at Sunday Divine
Liturgy, prayer and fasting is the acceptable
practice. Prayer, by attending Vespers the
night before, and fasting, from midnight until
after Divine Liturgy. When we have a weekday Festal
Vesperal Liturgy the rules of fasting are the same as for
Presanctified. We also should participate in the Sacrament of Confession if we are absent from Divine Liturgy
& the Eucharist for three weeks in a row.

month and the 2016 campaign has begun. Our parish had a
wonderful 2015! Our parish over the past years has inOn Sunday afternoons
creased its contributions each year. Also, we had five mem[all begin at 4:00 p.m.] during the fast, Lenten Vespers will
bers in the Bishop’s Circle. For those who increased their
donation, THANK YOU!! If you were
a contributor to ONE Stewards in the
Archpriest David Koles, Rector
past or are a current “steward” the
time has come to step forward and be
9 Frankie Lane
counted. Our contributions to ONE
Terryville, CT 06786
Stewards goes to support charities,
Phone: 860-573-0013
seminarian scholarships, mission supEmail: frdavid@htocnb.org
port and the diocesan Youth Rally.

LENTEN VESPERS:

1

be served at various churches through out the Connecticut
Deanery. It may seem burdensome but visiting our
neighbors brings great joy to the host parish to fill their temple and we get to pray and have fellowship with our brothers
and sisters in Christ.
Lenten Vesper Schedule:
Mar.

20th

Mar.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.

27th
3rd
10th
17th
24th

Orthodoxy Sunday: Holy Trinity GOA,
Waterbury 5:00 p.m.
Christ the Savior Church, Southbury
TBA
St. Nicholas Church, Pittsfield, MA
Holy Unction: Three Saints, Ansonia
Bridegroom Matins: All Saints Church,
Hartford

Birthdays in MARCH:
2
6
7
10
12
15
17
21
21
23
26
31
31

Mary Camarata
Paul Salina
Megan Bartos
Leslie Delaney
Lila Karabin
Kara Ahern
Sara Kumor
Marion Bichun
Gabriel Rembisz
Julia Bress
Jennifer Belonick
Larry Beck
Diane Dounouk

1928
1948
1986
1979
2008
2008
2004
1942
2006
1987
1985
1928
1945

GENERAL CONFESSION: is normally
held on the last Saturday of each month (except for lenten
periods), following Great Vespers. All regular communicants should make every effort to attend each General Confession. The next General Confession will be held after Pascha in May.

PARISH COUNCIL: The next meeting of the
2016 Parish Council will be held on Monday evening,
March 28th at 7:00 P.M. All council members are reminded
of the schedule change and asked to make every effort to
attend the meeting.

The March charity collection is for Team

“WHEN I WAS SICK YOU CAME TO ME”
The following parishioners (and friends) are now homebound or in long-term care facilities. If there are any names
missing, please inform Fr. David. The regular schedule of
visitations is included on the monthly calendar. Parishioners
are welcomed and encouraged to make regular visitations to
nursing homes and shut-ins. Our loved ones NEED to feel
connected to their parish family.
Bay Ridge Health Center, Annapolis, MD
Jennie Skovich
Jerome Home, New Britain
Sadie Albino

JENGA for Walk MS: East Hartford 2016.
Walk MS 2016 sponsored by Novartis Pharmaceuticals will take
place on April 30 at Rentschler
Field from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Walk MS
provides an opportunity for people
to support MS research which is
critical to stopping the progression
of MS and ultimately to finding a cure for this disease. Jennifer Ganley, who is on our prayer list, was the
spokesperson for Walk MS 2015. Multiple sclerosis interrupts the flow of information between the brain and the body
and it stops people from moving. Every hour in the United
States, someone is newly diagnosed with MS, a disease of
the central nervous system. Symptoms range from numbness
and tingling to blindness and paralysis. The progress, severity and specific symptoms of MS in any one person cannot
yet be predicted, but advances in research and treatment are
moving us closer to a world free of MS. Visit their website
at:
http://main.nationalmssociety.org/site/TR?
pg=entry&fr_id=25106

Arbor Rose, New Britain
Nona Belomyzy
Monsignor Bojnowski Manor, New Britain
Helen Karabin
Mary Camarata
At Home: Martha Cherpak, Jim Dounouk, Nicholas
Hamisevicz, Joseph Kowar, Susan Labas, Stella Liwen,
Jennie Pich, Antoinette Rudy, John Steffick and Katherine
Szestakow.

PARISH DIPTYCHS
Please remember our departed brothers and sisters in your
prayers.

The collection will be taken on the last Sunday of the month.
John Gedz
Please use the envelope provided in your monthly mailing
Anna Zavadsky
and be generous!!

66
63

March 1 1954
March 1 1962

2

Stephen Prigodich
Stephen Shimko
Conrad Filipchuk
Alexander Kornak
Mary Gel
Julia Jazkevich
Child Antonina Vanuk
Nicolai Jazkevich
Isaiah Zablotsky
John Dobosz
Mary Makuch
Dina Karanowytch
Benjamin Karanowytch
Elizabeth (Zuk) Zaleski
Helen Finn
John Stepanuk
Child Stephen Wanik
Leonid Matyschsyk
Peter Adamovich
William Burak
Helen Panevich
Naum Martinuk
Sophie Gasukewich
Child Michael Muchko
Child Theodore Sonedayik
Child Eugenia Shakuna
Child Constantine Stankevich
Lillian Maddaluno
Mary Panish
Kathryn Petriw
Paul Krish
Mary Mick
Anastasia Karpie
Michael Lewchick
Child Constantine Petrov
Child Constantine Zdanuk
Catherine Uliasz
Roman Zhardetsky
Thekla Gladky
Alexander Zhdanuk
Anastasia Burak
Tikhon Zuk
Mary (Dobosz) Roman
Stephen Semanchik
Katherine Pravka
Dorothy Bielomizy
Child Michael Semchik
Child Miroslav Halaytso
Mary Horbal
Child Evan Bashkevich
Peter Horbal
Paul Kozuch
Katherine Kotek
Eulah (Julia) Chesky
Mary Kislicki
Mary Stepanuk
Nicholas Halaytso
George Shimchick

76
52
81
84
93
1
86
77
79
86
44
76
86
70
9 mo
95
48
63
56
49
92
1
2 mo
17 days
23 days
90
87
83
56
28
63
3
3
97
42
69
57
72
86
41
80
5
8 mo
67
1
81
70
94
34
37
74

March 1 2002
March 2 1912
March 2 1933
March 2 1953
March 2 1978
March 2 1999
March 3 1920
March 3 1983
March 5 1951
March 5 1963
March 5 1973
March 5 2010
March 6 1996
March 6 2000
March 6 2001
March 7 1919
March 7 1922
March 7 2013
March 8 1935
March 8 1960
March 8 1961
March 9 1942
March 9 1985
March 10 1909
March 10 1910
March 10 1912
March 10 1918
March 10 2008
March 11 1997
March 11 2009
March 12 1975
March 13 1928
March 13 1955
March 13 1985
March 14 1914
March 14 1914
March 14 2002
March 15 1915
March 15 1937
March 15 1942
March 15 1952
March 16 1949
March 16 2000
March 17 1939
March 17 1941
March 17 1962
March 18 1903
March 18 1922
March 18 1970
March 19 1936
March 19 1975
March 20 1966
March 20 1989
March 20 2008
March 21 1970
March 22 1916
March 22 1926
March 22 1971

George Sachok
Wasyl Szestakow
James Tilley
Mary Romanchuk
Helen Stankievtz
Vasili Ratushinsky
Aleksy Pituk
Mary Zavada
Akulina Kateshenok
Helen Zaiko
Nina Olear
Vasili Lazar
Child Anastasia Dyachuk
Victor Raducha
Ignatz Smoluk
Arlene Osuch
Albert Murr
Walter Gedz
John Wlasuk
Child John Verder
Mary Eroch
Peter Dyryanka
Casimer Zielinski

85
67
50
86
45
48
57
76
87
88
23
2 days
52
75
71
87
88
6 mo
67
56
75

March 22 1983
March 22 1986
March 23 1964
March 23 1974
March 23 1987
March 24 1911
March 24 1930
March 24 1949
March 24 1972
March 25 2005
March 26 2010
March 27 1903
March 27 1922
March 27 1942
March 27 1968
March 27 2011
March 27 2011
March 28 2004
March 29 1975
March 30 1918
March 30 1962
March 30 1971
March 31 1994

Forgiveness Sunday
In the Orthodox Church, the last Sunday before Great Lent –
the day on which, at Vespers, Lent is liturgically announced
and inaugurated – is called Forgiveness Sunday. On the
morning of that Sunday, at the Divine Liturgy, we hear the
words of Christ:
"If you forgive men their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if
you forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses..." (Mark 6:14-15)
Then after Vespers – after hearing the announcement of Lent
in the Great Prokeimenon: "Turn not away Thy face from
Thy child for I am afflicted! Hear me speedily! Draw near
unto my soul and deliver it!", after making our entrance into
Lenten worship, with its special memories, with the prayer
of St. Ephraim the Syrian, with its prostrations – we ask forgiveness from each other, we perform the rite of forgiveness
and reconciliation. And as we approach each other with
words of reconciliation, the choir intones the Paschal hymns,
filling the church with the anticipation of Paschal joy.
What is the meaning of this
rite? Why is it that the Church
wants us to begin Lenten season with forgiveness and reconciliation? These questions are in order because 3

for too many people Lent means primarily, and almost exclusively, a change of diet, the compliance with ecclesiastical regulations concerning fasting. They understand fasting
as an end in itself, as a "good deed" required by God and
carrying in itself its merit and its reward. But, the Church
spares no effort in revealing to us that fasting is but a means,
one among many, towards a higher goal: the spiritual renewal of man, his return to God, true repentance and, therefore, true reconciliation.

which is “the fear of the Lord.” The clearest piece of advice
given says: “My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent.”
The Three Day Fast

For those who are able and willing, it is encouraged by the
Church to keep a three day strict fast where neither food or
water (if possible) is consumed until Clean Wednesday
when one partakes of Holy Communion at the Pre-Sanctified
Liturgy. Some of the strictest monastics even go so far as to
do this for the entire Clean Week, accepting only Holy Communion during the week. This is an excellent way to mark
Father Alexander Schmemann
the beginning of a holy struggle against one’s passions and
Introduction to the DRE/OCA 1975-1982 weaknesses.
Forgiveness Sunday Vespers.

Abstaining from all food and drink for three days will help
us approach the Lord on a deeper level than ever before. It
will also help us to see and know ourselves on a deeper
level. During these three days one will observe that they will
be
able to more clearly see their weaknesses, their passions,
Clean Monday and the First Week of the
their spiritual poverty, and their nakedness of all the virtues,
Holy and Great Lent
the dark abyss within, and the inner ugliness. Physically one
will recognize how truly weak the flesh is even when the
With Clean Monday begins Great Lent in the Orthodox
spirit is willing. This humbling attitude is a prerequisite to a
Church and marks the end of feasting. Clean Monday is
successful fast. It is also a motivating factor for the rest of
called as such because Christians are called to cleanse themGreat Lent as well as the entire spiritual life in general. And
selves spiritually and bodily. It is also a day of strict fasting
when one partakes of the Holy Mysteries after three days of
with no work. The holy fast has a duration of 40 days in imisuch fasting, there is instilled in the individual a deeper aptation of our Lord’s fast in the desert.
preciation for the Lord’s presence within the Mysteries.
On Clean Monday Greeks traditionally eat lagana bread
Such a fast should not be imposed, but only encouraged and
(which is an unleavened bread only eaten on this day), as
accepted willingly. It is only in this way that it can be of
well as other fasting foods, especially beans, though without
benefit. If one has a spiritual father, his blessing should be
oil. Clean Monday is 48 days prior to Holy Pascha Sunday.
given for this to be done. There is no danger to this fast, as it
Clean Monday refers to the leaving behind of sinful attitudes is a long-held tradition, but if one is on medication or has an
and non-fasting foods. The entire first week of Great Lent is illness or is pregnant or any other medical condition, such a
fast is discouraged. But for healthy people, it has been
often referred to as “Clean Week.”
known that even doctors have encouraged such a fast, at
least for purposes of cleansing the body, which has great
The theme of Clean Monday is set by the Old Testament
readings appointed to be read at the Sixth Hour on this day. health benefits. It should also be mentioned that the fast is
alleviated the more one is able to attend the Divine Services
Isaiah 1:1-20 says in part:
and keep a prayer rule.
“Wash yourselves and ye shall be clean; put away the
wicked ways from your souls before Mine eyes; cease to do Overall, the joy of the three day fast will last the entire journey one undertakes throughout Great Lent and Holy Week.
evil; learn to do good. Seek righteousness, relieve the opAnd it will help to bring us more joy on the holy day of Paspressed, consider the fatherless, and plead for the widow.
cha. This is the spiritual fruit of the three day fast. An abunCome then, and let us reason together, saith the Lord:
dance of grace flows when the paschal mystery shines within
Though your sins be as scarlet, I will make them white as
snow; and though they be red like crimson, I will make them the heart of an Orthodox believer.
white as wool. If then ye be willing, and obedient unto Me,
http://www.omhksea.org/2012/02/clean-Monday
ye shall eat the good of the land. But if ye desire not, nor
-and-the-first-week-of-the-holy-and-great-lent/
will obey Me, the sword shall devour you, for the mouth of
the Lord has spoken” (v. 16-20).
Genesis 1:1-13 is also read to imply that this is a time of
renewal and new beginnings.
The reading from Proverbs 1:1-20 instructs us towards clean
and sober living through the use of wisdom, the beginning of
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“Repent Ye: For the Kingdom of Heaven
is at Hand”:
The Great Canon of St. Andrew of Crete
Metropolitan Hilarion (Alfeyev) Feb 28th, 2012
In the Great Canon of St. Andrew of Crete
we see the images of Biblical characters pass
before us one by one, both the just and sinners spoken of in the Old and New Testaments. To many of us the names mentioned
in the Great Canon mean nothing, because
our knowledge of the Bible is poor, inasmuch as we do not read it daily.
Yet the Bible is not only the history of the people of Israel,
but also a chronicle of the human soul, the soul that fell and
rose again before the face of God, that sinned and repented.
If we look at the lives of the people mentioned in the Bible,
we can see that each one of them is portrayed not so

much as an historical personage, not so much as a
personality that performed some deed or another, but

turned His face away from us. God never turns away from
man, but men turn away from God – and this is the essence
of human tragedy. In the words of one medieval Western
theologian, God never abandons us, but we abandon Him;
God always hears us, but we often fail to hear Him; God is
always within, but we find ourselves without; God is always
near, but we are often far from Him. It is not God who sends
man into “the belly of the whale,” but man himself who tries
to flee, boards a ship, gets caught in a storm, and then finds
himself in the abyss of godlessness. And then from these
depths, from this abyss, he calls out to God, and God comes
to his rescue.
This is what we have to repent of, this what we have to weep
about during Great Lent: that there have been many days
given us for repentance and for fulfilling God’s commandments – days we could have spent living with God, standing
before His face – that we have spent without Him, away
from Him; that we have lost and destroyed the precious days
of life given us to grow nearer to God. Life has been given
to each one of us to approach God and see Him face to face,
but we have not seen Him. And who knows how many more
Great Lents we are destined to experience, how many opportunities to repent remain? For some people standing here
now this Great Lent may be their last chance to reconsider
their lives and turn to God.

more as a person standing before the face of the living God.
The person’s historical services, as well as other achievements, are of secondary importance; what remains is a more
important issue: whether that person stayed faithful to God
or not. If we read the Bible from this perspective, we can see
Listening carefully to the words of the Great Canon, peering
that much of what is being said about the ancient just and
sinful people is nothing but a chronicle of our own souls, our into the life stories of people who have tried to flee from
God but have been overtaken by Him, people who found
falls and risings, our sins and repentance.
themselves in the abyss and have been led out of it by God,
let us consider how God is leading each one of us out of the
Let us recall Jonah. Many of us have read the book about
abyss of sin and despair so that we might be able to offer
this prophet from the Old Testament, and many of us are
Him the fruits of repentance.
likely to have regarded it as a beautiful old tale, a legend
about someone God saved from “the belly of a whale.” And,
It is a mistake to think that the essence of repentance is delvprobably, few have ever thought that the story of Jonah is
ing into our personal sins, engaging in self-flagellation, or
the story of many thousands and millions of people who
have been entrusted by God to do something and who have trying to identify as much evil and darkness in ourselves as
possible. True repentance is when we turn from darkness to
tried to flee from God’s face when they failed to accomplish
light, from sin to righteousness; it is when we realize that the
it. Has it never happened to us that we have refused to perlife we are leading is not worthy of our higher calling; when
form God’s commandment and tried to hide from Him?
before
the face of God we realize how insignificant everyHave we never found ourselves in the abyss of godlessness
thing we are doing is and how insignificant we are; when we
and abandonment, like Jonah in “the belly of the whale”?
realize that our only hope is God Himself. True repentance
Have we not tried to call out to God from this abyss when
is when before face of God, called out of darkness into His
we finally realized there was nowhere to run away from
marvelous
light, we realize that we have been granted life in
Him?
order to become God’s children, to partake of the Divine
Light [1 Peter 2:9].
In the psalms of David, another hero from the Old Testament mentioned in the Great Canon, we read: Whither shall
True repentance is expressed not only in words but also in
I go from Thy Spirit? And from Thy presence whither shall I
flee? If I go up into heaven, Thou art there; if I go down into deeds, in the readiness to help one’s neighbors, in openness
to our loved ones, and not in retreating into ourselves. True
hades, Thou art present there. If I take up my wings toward
repentance is when we turn to God with the hope that, even
the dawn, and make mine abode in the uttermost parts of the
sea, Even there shall Thy hand guide me, and Thy right hand if it is not within our own powers to become real Christians,
He can make us such. As is said in the Great Canon: “Where
shall hold me (Psalm 139, 7-10). Truly, God is everywhere
God so wills, the order of nature is overturned.” When God
present, and there is nowhere one can hide from His face.
God is present even in places where we do not think Him to so wills, supernatural events take place: Saul becomes Paul;
Jonah is released from “the belly of the whale”; Moses
be. He is always facing us, even if we think that He has

5

passes through the sea as on dry ground; Lazarus is raised
from the dead; Mary of Egypt turns from a prostitute into a
righteous person. Because, as Our Savior said: With men
this is impossible; but with God all things are possible
(Matthew 19:26).
Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand, the Lord
says (Matthew 3:2). And today, when we are taking our first
steps along the way to the luminous Resurrection of Christ,
we must bring forth repentance for our past sins, for our
apostasy, for having fled from God when He wanted us to
serve Him. Each of us still has a chance, still has time – be it
long or short – and we must spend this time bringing forth
worthy fruits of repentance.

ated him, and was deceived by the guile of the serpent, becoming subject to death by his own transgressions, Thou, O
God, in Thy righteous judgment, didst send him forth from
Paradise into this world, returning him to the earth from
which he was taken, yet providing for him the salvation of
regeneration in Thy Christ Himself."

The Archangel Gabriel was sent by God to Nazareth in Galilee. There he spoke to the undefiled Virgin who was betrothed to St. Joseph: "Rejoice, you who are highly favored,
the Lord is with you: blessed are you among women. And,
behold, you shall conceive in you womb, and bring forth a
son, and shall call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and
shall be called the Son of the Most High: and the Lord God
shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he
http://www.pravmir.com/repent-for-the-kingdom-of-heaven-is-near shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his king-the-beginning-of-great-lent-penitential-canon-of-st-andrew-of-crete/
dom there shall be no end."
Translated from Russian by Olga Lissenkova
Edited by Samantha Kessel

In contrast to Eve, who was readily deceived by the serpent,
the Virgin did not immediately accept the Angel's message.
In her humility, she did not think she was deserving of such
words, but was actually troubled by them. The fact that she
asked for an explanation reveals her sobriety and prudence.
She did not disbelieve the words of the angel, but could not
understand how they would be fulfilled, for they spoke of
something which was beyond nature.

THE ANNUNCIATION TO
THE MOTHER OF GOD –
CELEBRATED ON THE 25TH OF MARCH Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I
The Feast of the Annunciation is one of the earliest Christian
feasts, and was already being celebrated in the fourth century. There is a painting of the Annunciation in the catacomb
of Priscilla in Rome dating from the second century.

know not a man?" (Luke 1:34). "And the angel answered
and said unto her, The Holy Spirit shall come upon you, and
the power of the Most High shall overshadow you: therefore
also that which shall be born of you shall be called the Son
of God. And, behold, your cousin Elisabeth has also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with
her, who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be
impossible.' And Mary said, 'Behold the handmaid of the
Lord; be it unto me according to your word.' And the angel
departed from her" (Luke 1: 35-38)."

The Greek and Slavonic names for the Feast may be translated as "good tidings." This, of course, refers to the Incarnation of the Son of God and the salvation He brings. The
background of the Annunciation is found in the Gospel of St
Luke (1:26-38). The troparion describes this as the
"beginning of our salvation, and the revelation of the eternal In his Sermon 23 on the day of the Annunciation, St. Philaret
mystery," for on this day the Son of God became the Son of of Moscow boldly stated that "the word of the creature
brought the Creator down into the world." He explains that
Man.
salvation is not merely an act of God's will, but also involves
There are two main components to the Annunciation: the
the Virgin's free will. She could have refused, but she acmessage itself, and the response of the Virgin. The message cepted God's will and chose to cooperate without complaint
fulfills God's promise to send a Redeemer (Genesis 3:15): "I or further questions.
will put enmity between you and the woman, between your
seed and her seed; he shall crush your head, and you shall lie
in wait for his heel." The Fathers of
the Church understand "her seed" to
refer to Christ. The prophets hinted at
His coming, which they saw dimly,
but the Archangel Gabriel now proclaims that the promise is about to be
fulfilled.
We see this echoed in the Liturgy of St
Basil, as well: When man disobeyed
Thee, the only true God who had cre-
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