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Monthly Newsletter of

HOLY TRINITY ORTHODOX CHURCH

305 Washington Street « PO Box 2876 « New Britain, CT 06050-2876

www.htocnb.org

LENTEN VESPERSon sunday afternoons [aIG ENERAL CONFESSION: normally

begin at 4:00 p.m.] during the fast, Lenten Vespelishe held on the last Saturday of each month (excedefuen peri-
served at various churches through out the Cormadiiean-  ods), following Great Vespers. All regular commuamits

ery. It may seem burdensome but visiting our nedghibrings should make every effort to attend each GenerafegSsion.
great joy to the host parish to fill their templedave get to The next General Confession will be held after Raso May.
pray and have fellowship with our brothers andesssin Christ.

The April Charitycollection is forTeam

JENGA for Walk MS: East Hartford 2018.
Apr. 1st Bridegroom Matins: All Saints Church,rdard Walk MS 2018 will take place on April 28

at Rentschler Field from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
HOLY WEEK: The Resurrection of Lazarus& Walk MS provides an opportunity for peo-

The Entrance of the Lord into Jerusalem (March 31st & Ple to support MS research which is critical & s ee s
April 1st) Even though these services are technically not parf® StoPPIng the progression of MS and ulti- ->
of Holy Week, we will begin this special time inrapiritual ~ Mately to finding a cure for this dis-

journey with Divine Liturgy on Saturday, March 31§hen in ~ €aSe. Jennifer Ganley, who is on our prayer liat #e spokes-
the evening, Vespers, Litiya and the Blessing ¢fBan the ~ PErson for Walk MS 2015. Multiple sclerosis intgtsithe

Eve of the Feast and Festal Divine Liturgy on Syrdarning. flow of information between the brain and the baahyl it stops

The complete schedule for Holy Week and Pascharireed ~ P€OPI€ from moving. Every hour in the United Stasesneone
in the weekly bulletin and on the parish web page. is newly diagnosed with MS, a disease of the céngevous

system. Symptoms range from numbness and tingbifjrid-
The Resurrection of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus ness and paralysis. The progress, severity andfispgonp-
Christ (April 8th) - the Vespers of Pascha will be celebratedtoms of MS in any one person cannot yet be prediit¢tet ad-
on Sunday afternoon at 12:00 P.M. (noon), follolwgchn egg Vvances in research and treatment are moving usrdos
hunt for the children. Bright Monday (April 9th) lbe cele- ~ world free of MS. Visit their website at:

brated with Paschal Divine Liturgy and processibf:a0 A.M.

Lenten Vesper Schedule:

http://main.nationalmssociety.org/site/ TR/Walk/

ST THO MAS SU N DAY:On the second CTNWalkEvents?pg=entry&fr_id=29746

Sunday of Pascha, St. Thomas Sunday (April 15ta)wilt go The collection will be taken on the I_ast Sundayhef month.
to the parish cemetery for a general panikhidatorparish Please use the envelope provided in your monthijingaand
departed. We will have coffee hour after litufgp need to be generous!!

hurry] and then head to the cemetery, where the servite wi

begin at approximately 11:30 -11:45 A.M. In the rvef B|rthday3 in APR”_

inclement weather, the service will be heldwo weeks, April

29th. 2 Nekita Novikov 2003
3 Evelyn Cherpak 1941

SPECIAL DAY IN APRIL: on Sunday, 6 Raisa Shafron 1936

April 22nd the servants of God Christopher 20 Rachel Santoro 1989

Adams and Megan Sirag will be united in the & ' 29 Alexandra Dilger 1997

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony at 1:00 p.m. //‘:%

I God grant them many years !! (9\9

PAR'SH COUNC' L:The next meeting of the ATEIIESE [DEViLe] MNOIES, |NEE;

2018 Parish Council will be held on Monday eveniagril . Frankle -EUS

30th at 7:00 P.M. All council members are remindéthe Terryville, CT 06786
schedule change and asked to make every effottedathe Phone: 860-573-0013
meeting. Email: frdavid@htocnb.org




“WHEN | WAS SICK YOU CAME TO ME” )

The following parishioners (and friends) are nownesbound 363 ! (
or in long-term care facilities. If there are argmmes missing, $ &
please inform Fr. David. The regular schedule sitations is 7 & !
included on the monthly calendar. Parishionersnaieomed 8 % & &
and_encouragetb make regular visitations to nursing homes ! !
and shut-ins. Our loved onBKEED to feel connected to their /. # ((
parish family. &
Jerome Home, New Britain 6% 1- ) ') " 5% («
Sadie Albino 1)0% % |
Alexander Dubnansky 2 9t % :1)) | L ((
Monsignor Bojnowski Manor, New Britain % & &
Mary Camarata - .6 &
1 6 &
Grandview Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center 1 1 &
[Walnut Hill Care Center], New Britain $ 6 & (&
Martha Cherpak -.)) 3
At Home:Betty Beck, Jim Dounouk, Jane Gunning, (c
Nicholas Hamisevicz, Joseph Kowar, Stella Liwen,
Jennie Pich, Antoinette Rudy and KatherBmestakow. # ))%$ ) & |
# % & (
7$33 ((
5 <
1 "%
1)/) & &(
, -9

PARISH DIPTYCHS ,
Please remember our departed brothers and sisters in yo&r
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LAZARUS SATURDAY
With the proclamation of the Holy Gospel on thetliFSunday
of Great Lent, Jesus announces to the disciplescansl in

ernor of Egypt. Thus he symbolizes for us the Passf our
Lord Jesus Christ and His consequent great glony.a@ention
is also brought to the barren fig tree that waseditby our
Lord, to remind us and to impress upon us thatipendawaits
the soul that does not bear good fruit.

On HOLY TUESDAY, out attention is directed to tharable

plain terms His approaching sufferings and at #meestime His of the ten virgins. It teaches us to be ready forend, not

subsequent victory:
Behold we are going up to Jerusalem, and
the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief
priests and the scribes; and they will con-
demn Him to death and will deliver Him to
the Gentiles; and they will mock Him, spit
upon Him and scourge Him and put Him to
death; and on the third day He will rise
again (Mark 10:33-35)

Almost one week later, with the raising of Lazafnasn the

dead, the sufferings of Christ are initiated. In

some the Resurrection of Lazarus produce

faith, but in others it intensifies their enmity

and hatred.

With the celebration of Lazarus Saturday

Great Lent comes to an end and HOLY

WEEK BEGINS. It begins with the resurrec

tion of Lazarus, the friend of Jesus. Lazaru
symbolizeALL MEN and his home is a sy

bol of the world and all mankind. Holy Week

begins in triumph as Christ reveals clearly that GIFT of
LIFE EVERLASTING is meant for EVERYBODY.

PALM SUNDAY
The newsof the Resurrection of Lazarus spread

knowing when our hour is coming. As the wise viggimere
ready to meet the Bridegroom, we also must be peepa
meet the Heavenly Bridegroom — in a sinless, upiagla holy
life.

On HOLY WEDNESDAY, the Church recounts the Anoigtin
of Jesus at Bethany. Judas takes issue over the oigsre-
cious ointment. Jesus rebukes him: Why do you teotiis
woman? She has done me a good turn .... For in pothisg
ointment on my body, she has done it for my bu(idhtt.
26:10-13)

GREAT AND HOLY THURSDAY

On Holy Thursday, the Church commemc

rates the LAST Supper - the great Gift of

Christ our God to mankind. It was at the

Last Supper that Christ gave us His Holy

Body and Precious Blood and He promist

us that He will be with us at all times and

that His love for us would never change. As

we listen to the Gospel account, Judas is put bejar eyes
and our minds are focused on his betrayal. We aslsbur-
selves: How often do we betray Our Lord, thosesoivho sat
at His table and partook of His Sacred Body anaiBus
Blood? And then as we witness Our Lord washing¢let of
His Apostles, His love for us becomes strikinglydewnt.

very quickly and the people awaited His arrival in
Jerusalem. The people acknowledge Him as Kinn
and Messiah and Christ accepts this open glorific
tion. His triumph is commemorated twofold today
His entry intoJerusalemandHis voluntary submis-
sion to the CrossToday we carry blessed palms a
a sign that we confess Christ to be our King, but
King not of this world but of the Kingdom of Eter-
nity.

THE DAYS OF THE BRIDEGROOM

At the Matins of Holy Friday the Gospels of
Our Lord’s Passion will be proclaimed. At the
5" Gospel, when the passion concerning
Christ’s journey to Calvary is reached, the
Church is darkened and the priest carries the
Cross and places it at our Golgotha, in the cen-
ter of the Church. Now there is silence — and
this silence that pervades Great and Holy Fri-
day captures and stills our hearts and minds.

With the celebration of Matins on Sunday, Mondagt dnes-
day evenings we enter into the Days of the BridegroChrist
has arrived in Jerusalem where His Passion andrniptiuwill
take place. Christ comes to His people to save tiedto love

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY

This is a daynlikeany other day. There is NO Divine Liturgy
and Holy Communion is not received on this daythenmorn-
ing the Royal Hours are read before the Cross of@ucified

them as a bridegroom comes for his bride and taketiome. Lord on Golgotha as we keep thigeence and

Christ is the BRIDEGROOM and we, the Church, ame hi
BRIDE. He now comes to take us home to His Fathéne
Kingdom of Heaven.

thefastof the day. In the afternoon the VES
PERS of Holy Saturday commemorating th
death and burial of Christ is served. During

the Holy Gospel of the Vespers we hear of

On HOLY MONDAY, the Church invites us to considaet
Passion of Christ which is represented by the

"figure" of Joseph in the Old Testament.

Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothe

slandered for his chastity and thrown into

prison! But eventually he was released frc

prison; attained a high rank; and received

honors worthy of kings, becoming the gov

the Body of Christ being taken down from

the cross and buried. During the Apostikha

the Icon of the Crucified Lord is removed.

With the singing of The Noble Joseph the

Plastchanitza (Epitaphion), the icon of the butiedd, is
brought from the altar and is carried to the griavéourial. As
we knelt during the entrance of the gifts during Liturgy

of the Presanctified Gifts we kneel as the Plastitha is



placed on the grave and the entire church becameesdmb of Christ - and like the Myrrh-bearing women we coméhie
Christ. doors of the Church — to Christ’'s tomb — and finempty. The
The Matins of Holy Saturday commemorates Christ'sognt Holy Gospel according to St. Mark 16:1-8 is proclad and
into hell. During the Matins our minds are directedhe en-  we hear the angel ask the myrrh-bearing women: istiathat
tombed Christ and the prayers of you seek? They are told that Christ is not herd 5HIRISEN!
the Church stress His redemptive

work during the time that His The doors of the Church are opened, the bellsirgeng, the

Body lay in the tomb. The moment Temple is filled with light, the Holy Table of ttadtar is seen
Christ died on the Cross, He rose by all since all the doors are opened and the ¢tasttza is
from the dead, but His Resurrec- resting upon it. The Holy Table always has twoers\won it:

tion was not made known to us until the third d3gfore He the under cover is white and symbolizes the lir@owsd that
made known His Resurrection to us, He descendechislt to ~ Christ was covered with in the tomb and the outerecis al-
proclaim His VICTORY over Satan and to release Adard ~ Ways Of fine and ornate material symbolizing therglof the
Eve and the Old Testament Saints from their cagtifiowards Risen Christ.

the end of the dsfrr"i%eﬁ thehpl'f‘.st‘iﬂ?‘”itza Wi”?"f]ied ";) Pi” _ The RESURRECTION MATINS is celebrated. The melodies
cession around the Church. It is this processianspmbolizes are sung quickly with the joy and the excitementhefwomen

for us Christ’s descent into hell. Our candleslir@s we walk : ‘g
with Christ and we are reminded that we have bessdfand g?get?,e apostles running to spread the Good Neat<Cihist is

forgiven and through our Baptism we have been dunigh
Christ to rise with Him into the newness of life. The DIVINE LITURGY immediately

follows the Resurrection Matins. The
GREAT AND HOLY SATURDAY Sermon of St. John Chrysostom at the

Holy Saturday, The Blessed Sabbath, is the daé(nd of the Matins invites us to re-
in which sorrow is transformed onto joy. In the affirm our Baptism in the Death and
understanding of the church, sorrow is not re- : : L

; L ' .~~~ Resurrection of Christ by coming into
placed by joy but it is TRANSFORMED into Joydeep union with Him by receiving
This distinction is important because it tells us

A L . Holy Communion: "No one is to go
that as Christ lies in death, it is an active deathaway hungry for the altar table is fully

which brings about triump_h. We can b(_etter UN"|aden with the divine food of the Body and BloodGifrist.
derstand it from the following explanation;

Christ's repose in the tomb is an "active" reposErom this point on, our celebrationPASCHA - THE
He comes in search of his fallen friend, Adam, wyaresents FEAST OF FEASTS - continues for forty days and then for
ALL MEN. Not finding him on earth, He descendslte realm the entire year as we live in the Presence of oud lin light, in
of death, known as Hades in the Old Testament.€THerfinds life and in joy.
him and brings him life once again. This is themig: the dead
are given life. The tomb is no longer a forsakda; less place.
By His death Christ tramples death.

On Saturday, the Vespers with the Divine Liturgysof Basil 10 TIPS FOR HOLY WEEK AND PASCHA

the Great will be celebrated. The Vespers of Hatuglay
begins our Pascha celebration. After the Epistteasl, during
the singing of “Arise O God judge the Earth”, thréept re-
moves the dark vestments of Lent and puts on tightiest-
ments of Pascha, so that when the priest appetrshei Gos-
pel the light of the Resurrection is truly made wndo us and
our sorrow is transformeidto joy. The Liturgy continues in
this white and joyful light, revealing the tomb ©Frist as the
Life-giving tomb. This Liturgy is one of anticipati as we wait
to here the proclamation at midnight that ChrisRisen.

1. Make participation at the Services a priority.

2. In our homes we should strive to “keep out tloeld/ and
enter into the peace, solemnity, and theology efetents of
the last days of our Lord.

3. Be sure to read the last chapters of the Holyp@Is that
speak of the Passion, Death, Burial, and Resuorecti Christ.
4. If you are visiting another parish and wishdogive Com-
munion, make sure that the priest knows who yowaadethat
you are prepared. This should be done in advangshbge,
email, or any other way.

On Holy Saturday night at 11:30 PM the Nocturnesserved. 5. Last year's palms and pussywillows should beguleoutside
At the approaching hour of midnight all things arade ready in an area to decay where they will not be distdrGéey are

and we stand in anticipation and then the RoyalrBace holy and should not be simply thrown out with tizlpge.
opened and the priest carrying the Light of 6 Before venerating H_oly Objects, such as the Q_rtme Chal-
Pascha invites all present to take light fro ice, Icons, or the Winding-Sheet, make sure to wifdgour
the True Light, Christ Who rises from the lipstick or chapstick. Reminder: we do not kiss filaee of our
dead. The Procession now finds its way Lord, His Mother, or the Saints; instead we kisshands or
outside the Church that has served as the feet. _ _
tomb of Christ over these past days. We 7. Try to make amends with those we may be upgétavi
carry our lit candles - reminding us atir those who are upset with us, so that on Paschawggfully

baptism into the death and resurrection o sing, “Let us call brothers, even those that hateand for-



give all by the Resurrection!”

8. If you haven’t yet made your Confession duringd Lent,
try to make it during the beginning of Holy Weeleak with
Fr. David to arrange a time.

9. Try to stay after the “Midnight Service” on Phaanorning

for the blessing of baskets and festive meal. kethare in the -

joy of the Lord’s Resurrection with fellowship atuve.

10. During Bright Week, sing or read the Paschalidanstead -

of your “normal” morning and evening prayers. Liet foy of
praising the Lord’s Resurrection accompany youubhmut
Bright Week, the Paschal season, and your whale lif

BRIGHT WEEK

Bright Week is the first week following the Resutien of Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which is celebratathegear at
Pascha. It ends the following Sunday, the Sund&t dfho-
mas. For Orthodox Christians Bright Week beging@oa of
celebration that continues for fifty days until Reaost.

This celebration incides the practice of the faithfidyously
greeting each other with the salutation of Cheagtisen, fol-

Pastor’'s Report:
Father shared his disappointment in the parisials ¢d atten-
dance at the Christmas services.

In January:

House Blessings - let Father know if you do nothgte a
spot on the schedule

End of the month there will be a lecture at St.dflair's
on St. Tikhon. Rides are available (Tuesday, In 3

Lent begins before the next Parish Council Meetiagked
if the choir and sisterhood would host a Lentendsyn(either
4th or 18th of March, thd)

Robes arrived on January 6, Father showed the @ounc
Sunday, February 4 is the anticipated blessinp@fdbes
(timed to overlap a church school weekend)

There is a conflict between the HTOC bylaws andnt@onal
Statute diocese bylaws when it comes to the evedisgolu-
tion of the parish. According to the Statute naicdiocese,
the dissolution clause in the HTOC bylaws shoulougate that
all funds/materials remaining go to the nationa-Di

cese. Currently, the HTOC bylaws have the remgiassets to
preserve the HTOC cemetery. The diocese will echltle to

lowed by the response indeed iseisen or truly He is risen, a3jive us any guidance until after the All Americaou@-

the whole of creation is renewed by Our Lord and@aThe
services of Bright Week are done with the Royal Bofoitly
open. This unblocked view of the altar symbolizesapen
door of Christ's empty tomb as well as the rent aihe Jew-
ish Temple, which was torn apart at the moment<stiied.
The entire week is considered to be one contindaysand the
main reason why fasting is completely prohibite@fdOrtho-
dox during the week

LITURGICAL NOTES ABOUT THE PASCHAL SEASON

This period of great festivity and joy finds ittuligical expres-
sion in the following manner:

We great each other with the Paschal salutatiohris€Cis
risen! Indeed He is risen!” for 40 days, until Ass®n Day .
We do not kneel or make prostrations either atahnservices
or in our homes until the “Kneeling Prayers” at feeost.
The Paschal Troparion, “Christ is risen from thadies sung
or said at the beginning or end of all prayerslihé Leave-
taking of Pascha on the Eve of Ascension .

During Bright Week, morning and evening prayersramaced
by the Paschal Hours .

The prayer, “O Heavenly King” is omitted until Peabst, be-
ing replaced with the Troparion of Pascha and thesension.

Parish Council Meeting 1-08-2018

Members in Attendance: Fr. David Koles, Chris DoesBhris
Adams, Daniel Belonick, Julia Boisvert Bress, Sdatédrk,
Rosemary Delaney, and Al Hromi.

Meeting Called to Order at 7:02 p.m. and began {@thiHeav-
enly King.”

Chris Dresko and Dan Belonick led the Council ia Beily
Scripture Reading.

cil. Now our options are to either assimilateheit current
template until they deal with this at the All Amzaih Council,
or wait until they craft language we can use antprarily be
“out of compliance.”

Dan Belonick motioned that we alert Archbishop Nilaf our
situation with conflicting bylaws and that he renag that we
are “in process” of complying, and thus allow up#aticipate
in the All American Council knowing that we willgoh to
change our bylaws following the decisions madéatupcom-
ing All American Council meeting. Chris Adams seded and
motion passed unanimously.

Dan Belonick asked that the HTOC delegate be pegpiarbe
active in the discussions.

Father has received thank you notes from Holy Ciro§$orida
and the Ana Grace Project in New Britain who westhlre-
cipients in recent monthly charities.

Warden’s Report:

Chris Dresko noted that this is the last meetirfgreethe an-
nual meeting and wants to make sure that the Cbsimaie any
thoughts or questions with him tonight.

Secretary’s Report:
The November 2017 Minutes were distributed to thariil
for review and vote.

Chris Adams motioned to accept the November 20Tiutras
as edited, Dan Belonick seconded. Motion carrieghimously.

The Council will review the draft 2017 Annual Mimst

Financial Report:

Al Hromi presented the budget figures from Nove ndoead
December. The figures have been audited for NbeenAny
discrepancies were noted for December.



Total November income - $ 10,791.33
Total November expenses - $ 14,498.99
Expenses over Income - ($ 3,707.66)

Chris Adams motioned to accept the November figasepre-
sented, Dan Belonick seconded. Motion carried umansly.

Total December income - $ 18,353.33
Total December expenses - $ 14,206.55
Income over Expenses - $ 4,146.78

The December report will be audited and present#uea-eb-
ruary meeting.

Financial Committee:

Chris Adams shared that Kevin, our financial adyistade
some changes to the church’s investments to prasdeith
more cash flow and better dividends. Even thoughGéme-
tery and the Church needed to take $10,000 of elinddunds
each to make ends meet this year and the accdlntst a
10% growth overall.

The Council was provided with the highlights of unt draft
of the budget.

The parish needs to discuss utilizing dividend &uimdthe
budget planning process, since even having platoade
$15,000 of funds, we would still be $13,000 shortthe pro-
jected budget.

their participation in the feast days and to speadha trend
toward being more present and involved.

New Business:

Annual Meeting documents which will need to be presd
need to be in to Chris Dresko by Friday or Saturafahis
coming week. The administrative tasks of the Amiieting
need to be breezed through quickly so we can fooube big-
ger issues.

Chris Dresko invited the Council to provide feedbaa larger
topics which may be discussed at the Annual Meeting
What do we want our parish to look like next ye@ffat are
our goals? The Council discussed going back tartission
statement, encourage involvement and seek out panesh-
ioners are looking for from their church/churctelif

Garage - to be reported as old business. The @dannd a
more cost effective storage solution than overingulhe garage
space.

1. Moving the choir downstairs/moving pews. Thai@al
discussed how if moving the pews will increaseipgation in
the services, and plays into the parish goals, itheauld be
worth considering. If we can establish goals fiisen this may
be a better topic at an upcoming annual meeting.

2. Alternate sources of revenue. The Council featsshould
be done in break out groups outside of the Annuétiig

3. Energy Efficiency Assessment. The Council can @itk

Property Maintenance/Buildings and Grounds shookt p outside the Annual Meeting.

sibly be the line item delegated to receive thédaind funds,
so it is assigned, know and appropriated to sometthiat con-
sistently gives the church problems with cash flow.

4. Community garden. The Council discussed thah&ed to
identify the funding and planning and include othieeyond
Gladys Labas.

Chris Adams said that additional funds may neduktset aside

as an emergency fund, and the Council discussetheter
not that was necessary.

Currently for 2018, we have 73% of the expected gds
bringing us to $118,758.

Building and Grounds:
The lift has been repaired.

Thank you to everyone who assisted with the prés@has
clean up, especially Timothy Clark for all theitexefforts
adjusting the compression mechanism on the doarsepiac-
ing the light bulbs.

Parish Life:
Thank you to Nadine Cabrera for organizing and tiobg the
church cleaning effort.

Cemetery Committee:
So far, collecting bids for combined landscaping plowing
services for the church and the cemetery has lmegyt so the

Chris Dresko asked that any other topics be comeaite to
him, especially anything related to Parish Goals.

Chris Dresko shared a chart of the Parish Couneihbers and
the vacancies. Having not seen or had any respdra®a our
hopeful incoming Financial Secretary, there is aceon that
she may not be joining the council after all. EBaionick
shared additional concerns with having such a regipioner
in such a pivotal role. The Council is seeking carididates.

Chris Dresko shared that he would love to be thegage for
the July 23-27 All American Council, however woulded a
very serious alternate.

March Charity - Father David noted that Father MimiVin-
cent from Michigan suffered a severe spinal cojdrinfrom
playing hockey. Chris Adams motioned that we suppather
Dimitrie Vincent through “Hockey Has Heart” with oMarch
Charity, Dan Belonick seconded and the motion edrtinani-
mously.

parish will stay with Tardiff for the time being dustart looking Chris Dresko thanked the entire Council for an #&neyear

for bids again in the spring.

Old Business:
This Saturday (January 13) will be the next meetihthe in-
tercessory prayer group.

Chris Dresko shared his feelings about the Christamal

Epiphany season services which are lightly attendedyhed
in combination with the outstanding service we shaith the
outreach and community. Looking to the Councigxamine

and tremendous support in his role as Warden, @ids Ifor-
ward to a great 2018 in his new role.

Next meeting:
Monday February 26, 2018, 7:00 p.m.

Chris Adams motioned to adjourn at 8:30 p.m., JBbésvert
Bress seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Submitted by,



